
OF THE CITY OF LIMERICK. 

1.'he City of Limerick comprises several Parishes, but it con
tains but very few antiquarian remains at present, and these haTe 
been RO minut,=lY described already by Ferrar, Brewer and Fitzgerald 
that I think it needless to add one word to their labors. The an
tiquities to be marked on the map are the following:-

1. The Town or City wall. An accurate idea may be formed of 
the extent of this wall fi~om a plan of the Oi ty of Limed.ck published 
in the Pacata Hibernia. Some fragments of it are still visible. but 
the greater part js levelled. It extends (interrupted various 
chasms) south ea.st from Thomond Ga r.e along :part of the 1 sland road 
and across the Abbey River tc Clare Street, from which :it turns south 
by Vauxhall to Pennywell Street, thence to John's Gate and Munp;ret 
Gate and runs (extends) by the corn market to the Shannon .. 

2. St. Mary's Abbey. See Fi tzgeralc1' s History of Limerick, 
where this is described. 

3. The Castle. See Fitzgerald's History of Limerick for the 57 
description and history of this magnificent fortress. 

For a descriptio!'l of the old Church of Kilrush in t<e Parish 
of St. Munchin's, see Letters on the County o:f Clare. 

There is :?vn old burial ple.ce in the Townle.nd of CL:8 in Chonain 
(Cloo:r,conan) about two miles to the north of the City Lime.rick in 
the Parish of' Saint Muncl:'.11.n but only ~hildren are now in 1::-i.Ted tn it. 

In the same Parish in the Tawnland of B~llygenan ~ 
castle, but it was converted into a dwelling house by 
the present proprietor, who remodelled all its or1gina 

The Castle of RathurdA is really ~ituated int 
Nicholas, bu,:. it has 1·,een described in the letter or:. 
more, in which a })art c,f the Townland. o:l Rathurde 

In t:te Townland o:f Ki llale1::, in tbe fOl;,t:t end o:f 
St. Jott.'1 there is a smf,,11 grave J.iarr~ wti.eh i2 mEch nscc: 
but it conta:ins no ruins of c:', Church. 
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is shewn the site of the Franciscan Abbey, but nothing of the 58 
ru.ins to be seen but fragments of featureless walls. 

I do not find any other remain or trace of the olden time 
at Limerick or in its immediat3 vicinity. I have a good deal to 
say about its history but Askeat0n is not the place to enter into 
historical disputes with Ferrar, O'Halloran and Fitzgerald. 



THE PARISH OF ST. PATRICK'S. 

SITUATION. This Parish is situated on the east side of the 
Cit:v of Limerick, and is bounded on the north by the River Shannon, 
on the east by Kilmurry and the same river, and on the west by Kill
eely. Saint Munchin•s and Saint John's. 

NAME. The original Church of this name was dedicated to Saint 
Patrick, unde nomen. 

No part of the ancient Church of this Parish now remains, but 
its grave yard is much used. It is situated on high ground in the 
Townland of Glebe. About three hundred paces to the east of it but 
in the Townland of Singland there is a holy well called after Saint 
Patrick, which is still resorted to for the cure of sore eyes. 

The Townland in which thts holy well is situated is now called 
by the native Irish, Saingil, which is the name by which it is also 
called in the Irish Annals and in the most ancient lives of Saint. 
Patrick. I abstract the following account of Saint Pa--:.:rick's visit 
to this place from his Tripartite Life:-

ffAfter the Saint had left the Territory of Ara Oliach he dir
ected hi~ course to the Territory of Hy-Fjgeinte, where he was 
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entert.8.,ined hy Lonan, King of tha:. country. Here he met with a 52 
youth of the name Nessan, whom after some time he placed. over the 
Monastery of Mungret whict he himself (Patrick) had founded. Some 
i.nhabi tant.s of Thomond, having heard of Saint Pa trick'~, visit to 
those parts, crossed the Shannon for the ~1rpose of seeing hiru, and 
when instructed in 'the Christia.n religion, were baptizt:d in a fleld 
called Tir-glais. He was also waited on here by r.arther sen. of Blod 
(Blood) Prince of Thomond, who wa.s converted and baptized by the 
Saint at Saingeal" (now Singland or Fearannsingil). "Saint Patrick 
did not cross the Shannon on this occasion, but having ascended the 
hill of Fintine lying to the southwest cf Donaghmore 3 looking 
over the Country of Thomond, blessed it and foreto!d the birth after 
some years of the great St. Senan of Scattery Island." 

The same story j_s given in the Lj_fe of Saint Pat:r~ preserved 
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in the Book of Li~more, from which I h8re translate tha- par cf 
it rela~ing to Saingeal and FintiLe:-

the deg:-cse ~- i.:ua~eot •,,~.QOn l:1].rrt~ is l.S --~l'le ITec;.:·;E~t_l ·;:,l1s. ··- s 1r~- 53 
~erred_ c1,·t :;1lL~-~t~g~<.iir•i·t.~ Pn.tri(~:lt v;er1t a.~tel· 1~L:ir; ·to ~?ir~c~--- -.:, a }1i.ll 
to tl:1e ~ o t:~ ... 11-.::e. s ~ ~, t· IJ...:.· 2.11:;1,gt1rt 8 :· c; ,.t:r orn t/lJ i cl1 -c, t: c L: c-;_,tl~ 
of· Lin1er·j c£ J_s sec.c, a.11d.. be p:rcr1ota1c,:.~U c~ 1JlE)ssing 

•.• ·e north 
n 

conseqv .. r:c:t_:: 01· tbe g,:;odn~:;;.::;:; ()t "'cI·-:.e ]_r:.}1a.·b.L1~r. __ 11~~s ir1 (;·etc • _:1.::.rn 

,vit.h LJ8.1r1y ~r~c;:~,-j}'_:ts. Or.:. t11is occE.sj_i·:r1 Ca}·tller1 tl1e E;c11 f:~_c,cct, 
.Jc.he pcoger:: . .:-c,•r cf~ tlie Cla:·~r1-'~'o:clogl1 (0'B:cie1 .. s) bel.;..e\rs 
t.cue Gci, i_ •. Lcl ?r~t,:tiek Capttz-_Q l:in~ aT~ a -pla~~e ::.;allezJM i.l (so 
calleG :er~c:n UL B .. ~,~-gel 1Nl'~i.~: cii:rv:~~ctr'ed ~c11er·e ·'..,o St. P2./c1 ... ick, :J,x2cL 

was nu~ his ow~ gua£dian angel, Victor). It w&s then 
dearg tiaS Cor·r:. 1.01· Cs .. r~·:.l1crlj be Vl2~t.• C..isfigured 8.ind l;atri i:·~8~C1.l-

l ous ly f o r .. 1L~, d. ii i1n iri-~ c 8., s :/1n1nt, ·~r i c 1 i g"Ltrc ~J1J. --0 a r8 d. Sf,(~ ~: ::J:r1~;. l ne d. 
on his ~ody ~s & ffiemori~1 cf the miracle. ~a~rick hims -t 1a 
not pr~oceed -'-•-~·to 11~10Y.Gc:c~d 011 ·tl1i3 oc;.ja,sion, ~1..rt. 1,1e vievve( j_~ =--ron1 
Lime:ricl{ tc :::l1s ,rnst 2s::id north a:r.d. ble3scd it as far a2 . 1 e saw it; 

ore qu.o 
i:·1 the 

et propneta7it de 2anctis qui ~eis feraLt ncminibus eu ~ 
perve11iss:: .. :.t. T!b.s gceen isla,r.'.d~ ~,o tl1e ;;e;st, said P2~tr·:t ,:-:
mouth of the Jea (rs~te Shannon) shall be inhabited by h .. 1wi::1ary 
of the peopl0 of God, who ~ill be ~ha patron of thi~ c~· 
Seaan of Inis Cc1 .. tt1a_;~gl1. 0 Lisnicre, fol.47, ·b .. b. 

The Well of St. Patrick above mention8d as in the_ 
Singil 0~ SinglaDd ~s the one at which Carth~n, Prince 
was baptized. The name Find~ne 1s nut now preserved in 
but fr·c:1n the ciesc iptior ... oi· :. ;:.: 2:it1.,1ci.tion i.r1 tl1e ]3(:0k 
appears to be Y:..o other· thsn U,e Hill cf C:aheri.:..ar.cy. 

The only other historical reference to t~is place 
the Irish AnnalG at the year ~088. The follow1ng 10 ct 

transli:::.tion of it fr::•m ths Four Ma;c,'cers :-

"-~ 1·y, Vi Z . , 

and of 
omond, 
301.mtry 

is:--no:re it 

·"Jund in 
_teral 

"A.D. 1088. Doanell the s0n of Mac Lougnlin, Kin~ ~ Aileach, 
marcheC¥ ;vi ti1 s.,ti. atTI(Y cc.:u1poseti of tl1e in/~s"'bi tar1ts or· v1-1e 
Irelarni int.: Ccn;1crnght, c1,t~ct clE:tic G'Conor, King cf CJ 
hjm tl1 ... - hJs·~ag.:.-2 ci .. t110 .. t Pr-o~vir1~_e. ·liT2 .. -:: alsc jo2.nf~d. 
and bot~ □a~cbsd with their ilnite~ fo ces into M~~sta~ 
burnsd L·L·G1c,·1 ic-i(: 0.,na_ pl·u11de:re ·'~he Pls,ir.:. oi .. f.1ll)i.t1stcr as;:;·, 
the one sicle ,:::::.d Lough-Gu.:.:·, Bruree, Dur:.-Aic:11 (D-,,naki;, 
O'Cle _;:1 -~~,,._1.2 ~t1:e1. Tl'1e)r arried. cv'i1,1cty· tt1e head. of 
Gallus O'RJ c};:e fror:1 t e, hil.:_ of Saingeal, destroyed "". 
Kincora ani .:.2, YH~ }rnncire(1 aLd .sixt:y heroes of the Da 
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into c~ptivi:y and as hostages, and then returned 
• '- • I ' • ' I ( .,_ " • -+ • • , " \ 1•·• t' 1 1ng ar ·i.ne c:1oi~e:sc mos1.; C'.lS,~.1ngu1sneo..; o nese r;._:; 

the so::1 of l\iiecdigan O'Keu1.edy, the son of Co:rigalacl1 O'H:: 
son of Eochy O'L1n,:ty. But Mortagb O'Brien gave cows, 
silver and flesh (c~rna) meat in their redemption." 

follow
viz., 
the 
gold, 



Nearly the same translation of this passage is giTen in 0•11an
iga.n's translation of the Annals of Inisnfallen, but he renders 
OArna, which is really fleshmeat, as if it were written Corna (or 56 
Cuira) eups. 

Antiquities examined ey Ur. Curry. 
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